
Furio Gramatica 
 

APPLICATION TO THE ETPN EXECUTIVE BOARD - MAY 2025 
 

As part of the EXPANDING LEGACY list 
 

COVER LETTER 
 
 
I started my adventure with nanomedicine in 2005, when a group of us presented the first 
nanomedicine manifesto to the European Commission representatives in a large meeting in Dublin. 
The first point to address was how to define nanomedicine and how to differentiate it from a bare 
combination of nanotechnologies and biological processes. It was a pioneering period, where the 
cultural challenge was predominant with respect to the actual translatability of research.  
 
However, since I came from a hospital - in the rehabilitation field - I was strongly focused on 
translating research findings into valuable benefits for patients, caregivers, medical doctors and 
clinical researchers. The industry was formally onboard but struggled to formulate reliable business 
models to decide if it was worthwhile to invest in nanomedicine or not. Institutions, like the European 
Commission, were impatient to see how the different actors of healthcare - policy makers, industry, 
academia, healthcare providers - could fulfil their role in this new scenario. The academia was 
particularly interested in networking with peers to apply for research funding calls. My task was about 
finding a way to make all these actors interact in the most efficient relationship and how to support 
policy makers in outlining such relationship. 
 
My position in the ExBo at that time was in fact head of the Clinical Interface working group, created 
exactly to facilitate the development of a strategic research and innovation agenda of ETPN, starting 
from unmet clinical needs, and to share it with the Commission. This process was successful, leading 
the Commission to invest in nanomedicine-related funding calls. After that, the Commission proposed 
to ETPN Board to apply the same approach to the incredibly larger world of medical devices.  
We accepted the challenge, backed by the Commission and MedTech Europe, and the consequent 
activities paved the road to the birth of IHI, the Innovative Health Initiative public-private partnership, 
that involves both medtech and pharma companies and replaced IMI (Innovative Medicine Initiative) 
that was led by pharma companies only. 
 
Engaging with the institutions, building strategic alliances among different stakeholders and 
networking and lobbying to channel efforts to improve healthcare systems, are still my main aims. 
This is what I will devote most of my efforts to, if I will be elected in the new Executive Board, which 
would be for me an honor and the completion of my initial tasks within ETPN. 


